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THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
WASHINGTON

OSD Declassification/Release Instructions on File
b= MAY 19 1948

Dear M¥r. Webb:

On November 17, 1947, you requested the views of the
Hational Military Establishment on a draft of a Bill "To Amend
Ssction 605 of the Communications Act of 1934 in order to increase
the gecurity of the United States, and for other purposes.® This
draft was originally tranamitted to the Bureau of the Budget on
April 7, 1947, by the Department of the Navy, and was commented on
by the Attorney Oeneral on June 23, 1947, and by the Federal Com-
munications Commission on October 15, 1947

In reply to your request, there is transmitted herewith
an gmended version of the orizinal draft, which represents the
coordinated views of the National Military establishment. It is
believed that the amended draft will, in large measure, meet the
cbjections to the orizinal draft while preserving those provisions
which are essential to carry out its purposse.

In his comments, the Attorney Ceneral stated that it was
his opinion that the language of the original draft which defined
agenciss which might be designated by the President to exercise
the authority granted therein was too indefinite and breoad. Care-
ful consideration has been ;iven to this wiewpoint, but it remains
the opinion of the National Military Esteblishment that the proper
menner to provide for exemption from Section 605 is to place the
degignation of the appropriate agencles in the discretion of the

 President. It is felt that it is preferable to leave to the judg-
ment of the President the selection of agencies, rather than attempt
o either confine them to g clags or to specifically name the ‘
sgencles in the Bill,

The objection of the Federal Communications Commisaion to
the original draf{ was that the language was so broad that it amounted
to virtually a complete nullification of Section 605 of the Communi-
cations Act of 193Li. It is believed that the amended draft ade-
quately corrects any such possibility by limitinz the interception,
receipt or utilization in the interest of national security of the
gontents of any communication to those of foreign govermments.
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Mr, James E, Wabb
Page two - continued

| The need for leglslation of the type provided in the
mlamd. measuYe 1s very urgent, I% is belleved that the accompany-

g draft is designed to permit access to source material needed Yy
those agencies charged with the national security without interfer-
ing with the rights and freedoms of private citizens, It effectu-
g{ggg the dete fion expressed Yy the Joint Committee on the In-
vestigation of the Pearl Harbor Attaci that "the sitvation should
nover a?in be permitted wherely the efforts of our government to
otmbel Iorces inimical to our nationsl security are g:mtmng by
restriciions of our own lmposition which aid the enmeny,*®

_ Tnasmch as the National Militery Establishment believes
$hat the problem invelved should be submitted to the Congress at

its gremt segsion, it would be ﬁemciated 1f you would inform
20 at your earliest possible convenlence as t0 whether or not the

enclosed dreft is in conformity with the program of the President.
Sincerely yours,

James Forrestal
Inclosure

My, James E, Webb

Bure. oxf the Budget
reaun o
Washinston, D, C,
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